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PARISH OFFICE
W4950 State Highway 86
Ogema, WI 54459
715-767-5155
email: office@1stfamily.org
Web site: www.1stfamily.org
Office Hours: 8:30AM—12:30PM M-TH

Travis Rogers, Minister
715-271-7471 (cell)

Synodically Authorized Ministers:
Shawnda Hora
Deb Strobl

Worship times below are for
1st and 3rd Sundays:

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH—OGEMA
W4950 State Highway 86
Ogema, WI 54459
Worship Service: 9:00 AM

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH—WESTBORO
N8909 Business Hwy. 13 PO Box 15
Westboro, Wl 54490-0214
Worship Service: 10:30 AM

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH—PRENTICE

670 Main Street | Prentice, WI 54556

email: firstlutheranprentice@gmail.com

715-428-2575

Office Hours: Wednesdays Noon— 2 pm

Other times by appointment. Use the

handicap entfrance.
Worship Service: 10:30 AM

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH—BRANTWOOD
N5090 County Road D
Brantwood, WI 54513

Worship Service: 8:30 AM

Visitors and new members are
always welcome!
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From Northwoods STaR Ministries... _|

o we, being many, are one
body in Christ, and
individually members of one
another. Romans 12:5

CoME e#]JOoIN Us!

THERE ARE MANY WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITIES TO WORSHIP TOGETHER
THIS SEASON AT NORTHWOODS STAR MINISTRIES:

DEC.4
WEDNESDAY ADVENT SERVICE
FIRST OGEMA | 6 Pm

SUN., : LIVE NATIVITY IN THE BARN
REC: AT PALMQUIST’S “THE FARM” | 3PM
N5136 RIVER ROAD, BRANTWOOD, WI

DEC e WEDNESDAY ADVENT SERVICE
@FIRST OGEMA | 6 PM

Dt WEDNESDAY ADVENT SERVICE
FIRST OGEMA | 6 PM

WED., @ CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES ;
ity
i lt‘l{su@ CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
IDIEC,
FIRST WESTBORO | 10 AM

DEC.
ZION BRANTWOOD | 5 PM (LAY LED)
FIRST OGEMA | 9 PM
0

SUIN
IDIELC,

J NORTHWOODS

JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE

FIRST OGEMA | 9:30 AM
(POTLUCK LUNCH AFTER SERVICE)

STaR MINISTRIES
"United in Christ, Sharing God's Love"

First Westboro Sunday School Program
Sunday, December 21, 2025
10:30 am
During regular worship service
Jesus birthday cake following the
service



mailto:office@1stfamily.org
http://www.1stfamily.org

BISHOP HALOM'S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE: WHEN GOD SHOWS UP

As we approach the season of Christmas that so many of us adore, I'd like to
address a few churchy words that theologians like to use and sound impressive
when using them. The first word is incarnation and the second is Emmanuel.

If your church uses the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), you will again hear the
passage from the first chapter of John on Christmas Day. The passage famously
concludes in verse 14 with the words, “And the Word became flesh and lived
among us..." This verse speaks directly to the concept of incarnation. In other
words, it speaks to a God who literally takes on human flesh and enters this world in the form of baby
Jesus. It's in stark contrast to what some believe and experience - a God who exists far away, only to look
down on us from God's heavenly throne. Instead, the incarnate God speaks to a God who is willing to
take on the human experience with all the joys and sorrows that come with it. One can readily see that
Jesus did indeed make his way through the human experience. He felt joy. He felt pain. His eyes teared
up. And even if | can’t recall a story when he laughed, | gotta believe that he really did!

Another passage found in the Christmas season comes from the gospel of Matthew, which references
Isaiah 7:14: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which
means, ‘God is with us.”” One of the most important lessons | ever learned in seminary was in a pastoral
care class. | had hoped to learn what to say, especially to someone hurting or grieving. What | learned
was much more important. Instead of learning what to say, | was taught to show up - to be present. As
time passes, few will remember what | say, but will remember that | was there. That's precisely why the
name Emmanuel means so much to me. It's a constant reminder that God is always with us. Consider the
final words in the gospel of Matthew: “And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the
age.” (Matthew 28:20b) Presence matters because God embodies it and teaches it.

Christmas is known for its gift giving nature. We share gifts with one another to reveal our love for them.
This year, | hope that regardless of the quantity or quality of the wrapped presents that lay under the tfree,
you will recognize the gift of presence. Not only the presence of your loved ones, but particularly the
presence of God. So many of you will grieve as you experience the lack of presence from a loved one
due to death or distance. My heart grieves with you. My hope lies in a God who provides and will gift you
all with someone who will be present with you in some way at some time. If nothing else, remember God'’s
presence as you receive the body and blood of Christ in the worship services that you attend, for that's
yet another way in which God shows up.

Fellow disciples, Merry Christmas to you all and may the presence of God incarnate, Emmanuel,
embrace you in such a way that brings warmth to your heart!

—Bishop Martin

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025 PLEASE JOIN US | &
FIRST PRENTICE | 9 AM . Al Ay

First Prentice will be decorating their church
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We invite everyone to help us as we decorate
and enjoy some holiday fellowship as we
decorate the sanctuary and church for this )
special season.
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*Northwoods STaR Ministries Joint Worship
Live Nativity Service will be held at

Palmquist's Farm at 3 p.m. ECK TH AI_LS
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“CELEBRATING ADVENT MEANS LEARNING HOW TO WAIT."”

--DIETRICH BONHOEFFER

NORTHWOODS

STaR MINISTRIES
"United in Christ, Sharing God's Love"

SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICE EVENT AT

PALMQUIST'S "THE FARM"

N5136 River Road Brantwood, WI

SPONSORED BY:
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRANTWOOD,
AND NORTHWOODS STAR MINISTRIES

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS &
FELLOWSHIP WILL FOLLOW IN
THE PICKAROON LODGE

SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 7, 2025
3PM

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE SHARE THIS CHRISTMAS GIFT WITH OUR
COMMUNITY. EXPERIENCE THE STORY OF JESUS' BIRTH WITH LIVE
ANIMALS, SCRIPTURE READINGS AND CHRISTMAS HYMNS.
(DRESS APPROPRIATELY FOR THE WEATHER)

NORTHWOODS

STaR MINISTRIES
“United in Christ, Sharing God's Love"

Live Nativity Info.:...

In addition to the regular offering, a free-will offering will be
collected and donated to the Price County Food Pantry.

following:

Fresh fruit or veggie tray, Finger Sandwiches

the season together.

We are asking for help from everyone to contribute snacks and finger foods for our ..
fellowship after the Live Nativity event. If you're able to bring something, we could use the g

Sweets-cookies, brownies, bars, etc., Savory snacks-cheese/sausage, crackers, chips/dips,

Your contributions will help make our time of fellowship even more special as we celebrate 84

December Birthdays & Anniversaries

> 10 Roxanne Peterson
K~ 16 Butch Dahlke
17 Beverly Hartmann
18 Ken Pearson
19 Dolores Olson

1 Wendy Cummings Seamus Highfill

Grant Cravaack 23 Tim Peterson
Ethan Heikkinen Craig Cummings
3 Ron Larson David Pfarr
5 Kyle Cummings
6 Jeanne Cummings !
8 Francis Dums

2 Nicholas Cravaack
3 Caelyn Ulrich

>
o>
>

PANNEN Lvr%l)

1 Bob/Dawn Pipkorn
29 Kevin/Jamie Hawkins




From Pastor Travis...

Advent and Christmas are upon us as we enter the season of waiting, expectation, and hope. Our
Wednesdays are filled with the joys and excitement of Advent services, approaching the marvelous time
of the Savior's revealing. But do we always realize what we have been anticipating? Did humanity
understand the profound change that would come to us in the form of a poor and helpless child?

As | thought about this, a sermon of Saint Augustine’s came to my mind and, being the historian | am,
decided that it would be the ideal time to share it with you. What follows is Augustine’s sermon on
Christmas.

"Awake, humankind! For your sake God has become man. Awake, you who sleep, rise up from the
dead, and Christ will enlighten you. | tell you again: for your sake, God became human.

You would have suffered eternal death, had he not been born in time. Never would you have been
freed from sinful flesh, had he not taken on himself the likeness of sinful flesh. You would have suffered
everlasting unhappiness, had it not been for this mercy. You would never have retfurned to life, had he
not shared your death. You would have been lost if he had not hastened to your aid. You would have
perished, had he not come.

Let us then joyfully celebrate the coming of our salvation and redemption. Let us celebrate the festive
day on which he who is the great and eternal day came from the great and endless day of eternity into
our own short day of time.

He has become our justice, our sanctification, our redemption, so that, as it is written: Let the one who
glories glory in the Lord.

Truth, then, has arisen from the earth: Christ who said, | am the Truth, was born of the Virgin. And justice
looked down from heaven: because believing in this new-born child, humanity is justified not by ourselves
but by God.

Truth has arisen from the earth: because the Word was made flesh. And justice looked down from
heaven: because every good gift and every perfect gift is from above.

Truth has arisen from the earth: flesh from Mary. And justice looked down from heaven: for person can
receive nothing unless it has been given from heaven.

Justified by faith, let us be at peace with God: for justice and peace have embraced one another.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ: for Truth has arisen from the earth. Through whom we have access to that
grace in which we stand, and our boast is in our hope of God'’s glory. He does not say “of our glory” but
of God'’s glory for justice has not come out of us but has looked down from heaven. Therefore,
whomever glories, let them glory, not in themselves, but in the Lord.

For this reason, when our Lord was born of the Virgin, the message of the angelic voices was Glory to
God in the highest, and peace to people of good will.

For how could there be peace on earth unless Truth has arisen from the earth, that is, unless Christ were
born of our fleshe And he is our peace who made the two into one: that we might be people of good
will, sweetly linked by the bond of unity.

Let us then rejoice in this Grace, so that our glorying may bear witness to our good conscience by
which we glory, not in ourselves, but in the Lord. That is why Scripture says: He is my glory, the one who lifts
up my head. For what greater grace could God have made to dawn on us than to make God'’s only Son
become the son of man, so that a son of man might in his turn become son of God¢

Ask if this were merited; ask for its reason, for its justification, and see whether you will find any other
answer than sheer grace.”

In another place, Augustine writes:

“He so loved us that for our sakes He, through whom time was made, was made in time and He, older
by eternity than the world itself, was younger in age than many of His servants in the world; He, who
made humanity, was made human; He was given existence by a mother whom He brought into
existence; He was carried in hands which He formed... He cried like a babe in the manger in speechless
infancy—this Word without which human eloquence is speechless.”

May we confinue to contemplate the vastness, the boundlessness of God's Love and Mercy as we
approach the celebration of the coming of the Christ-child.
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December 2025 Calendar
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of Events

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
30 1 2 3 4 5 6
6:30 pm Church 6 pm Advent
Council Mtg (P) Service (O)

7 8
9 am Sunday School (W) 7 pm SAM Zoom
9 am Decorate Church (P) Mtg
3 pm Live Nativity Joint Worship
Service @ Palmquist’'s Farm
Light refreshments/fellowship

9 10 11 12 13

6 pm Advent
Service (O)

following service r
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8 am Church Council Mtg (O) 7 pm SAM 6 pm Advent
8:30 am Worship (Z) CaoSTLE Project Service (O)
9 am Worship (O) Webinar

W/ELCA Mtg after worship (O)
10:30 am Worship (W)
10:30 am Worship (P)

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:30 am Worship (Z) 5 pm Worship (Z) 10 am Worship (W)
9 am Worship (O) 9 pm Worship (O) CANDLELIGHT
10:30 am Worship (W) w/Sunday CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
School Program SERVICES Py
10:30 am Worship (P) ceg ! 9 MERRY‘& A

CHB'IO““ =

28 29 30 31 v 1 2 3
8 am Parish Council Mtg (O) .
9:30 am Joint Worship Service @ S?eeWYS NEW7 7 ;
First Ogema w/Travis Ve N

(Potluck lunch after worship)

First Lutheran—Ogema

DECEMBER | Food Service Leader:

Sandy Henthorn

Offering Information...

Women of the ELCA

WomenELCA=R: ==

Upcoming Meeting—PRENTICE
No Meeting in December
Upcoming Meeting—OGEMA
Sunday, December 14 following worship

Your generosity allows our churches to keep moving
forward and fulfill the mission, vision, & call God has
placed on them. We thank you for your support!

Offerings can be mailed to your church anytime:

FLC-Prentice, 670 Main Street, Prentice, WI 54556
FLC-Ogema, W4950 State Hwy 86, Ogema, WI 54459
FLC-Westboro, P.O. Box 15, Westboro, WI 54490
Zion LC, c/o Karin Kivela, W2476 US Hwy 8,
Brantwood, WI 54513




Northwoods STaR Ministries
W4950 State Highway 86
Ogema, WI 54459-8340

LNORTHWOODS

TSTa R MINISTRIES
“United in Christ, Sharing God’s Love”
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COME WORSHIP WITH US

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2025
Wednesday December 3

6 pm Ogema—Advent Worship Service

Travis Rogers leading worship

Sunday December 7 2nd Sun. of Advent

3 pm Joint Worship Service at Palmquist’s Farm

Live Nativity in the Barn—Travis Rogers leading worship
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS TO FOLLOW

Wednesday December 10
6 pm Ogema—Advent Worship Service
Travis Rogers leading worship

Sunday December 14 3rd Sun. of Advent
8:30 am Zion Brantwood 10:30 am Prentice

Linda Heikkinen-Lay Leader Shawnda Hora-Lay Leader
9:00 am Ogema 10:30 am Westboro
Travis Rogers (SAM) leading worship (Communion)

Wednesday December 17
6 pm Ogema—Advent Worship Service
Travis Rogers leading worship

> (3 YouTube

6 T

Sermons

WATCH
ONLINE

Sunday December 21 4th Sun. of Advent
8:30 am Zion Brantwood  10:30 am Prentice
Travis Rogers (SAM) leading worship (Communion)
9:00 am Ogema 10:30 am Westboro
Mark Nyberg-Lay Leader Sunday School Program/
RuthAnn Pipkorn-Lay Leader

Wednesday December 24 Christmas Eve

5 pm Zion Brantwood - Linda Heikkinen-Lay Leader
9 pm Ogema Travis Rogers leading worship (Communion )

Thursday December 25 Christmas Day
10 am Westboro Travis Rogers leading worship (Communion)

Sunday December 28 15t Sunday of Christmas
9:30 am Joint Worship Service at First Ogema

Travis Rogers leading worship (Communion)
FELLOWSHIP POTLUCK LUNCH TO FOLLOW WORSHIP

Please Note: If you need pastoral care or if you know of
anyone who should be contacted about receiving a
Communion or home visit, please contact the parish
office at 715-767-5155 or email office@1stfamily.org.




